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BOOK RESUME: THE ADVENTURES OF 
HUCKLEBERRY FINN 
 
BOOK SYNOPSIS   
 
Mark Twain’s tale of a boy's picaresque journey down the Mississippi on a raft 
conveyed the voice and experience of the American frontier as no other work had 
done before. When Huck escapes from his drunken father and the “sivilizing” 
Widow Douglas with the runaway slave Jim, he embarks on a series of adventures 
that draw him to feuding families and the trickery of the unscrupulous “Duke” 
and “Dauphin.” Beneath the exploits, however, are more serious undercurrents—
of slavery, adult control and, above all, of Huck’s struggle between his instinctive 
goodness and the corrupt values of society, which threaten his deep and 
enduring friendship with Jim. 
 
REVIEWS AND PRAISE 
 
“All modern American literature comes from one book by Mark Twain called 
Huckleberry Finn. It’s the best book we've had.” —Ernest Hemingway 
 
MEDIA AND RESOURCES 

• Reader’s Guide 
• Educator’s Guide 

 
RESPONSE TO CHALLENGES  

• “Ban on Twain’s ‘Finn’ Rescinded in Virginia” 
• “Huck Finn Wasn’t Banned from a Philly-Area High School. Here’s What 

Really Happened.” 
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