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BOOK SYNOPSIS

Enthralled by his own exquisite portrait, Dorian Gray makes a Faustian bargain to sell his soul in exchange for eternal youth and beauty. Under the influence of Lord Henry Wotton, he is drawn into a corrupt double life, where he is able to indulge his desires while remaining a gentleman in the eyes of polite society. Only Dorian’s picture bears the traces of his decadence.

REVIEWS AND PRAISE

· Bookmarks magazine: “Wilde’s only novel features the beautiful, hedonistic Dorian Gray, a young man who believes that beauty and sensual fulfillment are the only goals in life worth pursuing. Realizing that his own beauty will eventually fade, Dorian sells his soul in a pact that ensures that a portrait of him will age, rather than he. The portrait, hidden away in attic, records each one of Dorian’s sins and excesses, as he lives an eternally youthful life of amorality and debauchery. In some ways, the novel is The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde told in reverse, with Dorian maintaining an unblemished facade, while his “double,” the portrait, rots in secret.” (Reviewed January 1, 2023) (Bookmarks magazine, issue 122, p25)
· Library Journal: “This novel by Wilde is so well known that even many who have never read it or seen a movie version know the story.” (Reviewed May 1, 2011) (Library Journal, volume 136, issue 8, p84)
· Magill Book Reviews: “The Picture of Dorian Gray was a controversial masterpiece of the 1890’s Aesthetic movement. (Wilde defended it against charges of immorality by saying that vice and virtue are to the novelist what colors of a palette are to the painter.) Yet the novel’s appeal far exceeds that of a mere period piece. Despite the dark theme, it gives us the peculiarly Wildean brand of flashing wit and paradox, and finely wrought descriptions of color, sound, and even scent.” (Reviewed September 15, 1990) 

AWARDS AND ACCOLADES

· NY Reads - Middle School and High School Titles
· PBS Great American Read (2018)
· The Guardian The 100 Best Novels (2014)

MEDIA AND RESOURCES

· Britannica. The Picture of Dorian Gray novel by Wilde (2024)
· Loughborough University A Level Study Guide 
· The New Yorker. How Oscar Wilde Painted Over “Dorian Gray” (2011)
· The Morgan Library & Museum. The Picture of Dorian Gray
· The Morgan Library & Museum. YouTube Playlist entitled “Manuscripts and Letters of Oscar Wilde”
· PBS Masterpiece. Banned and Challenged Mystery Books to Read Now (2023): “This title has faced numerous challenges since its publication in 1890, being denounced for “indecent content.” The novel has only earned its place in the literary canon over time.”

RESPONSE TO CHALLENGES

· The New York Times. Original, Handwritten Manuscripts of ‘The Picture of Dorian Gray’ (2018): “A new book of Wilde’s handwritten manuscripts, THE PICTURE OF DORIAN GRAY (SP Books, $250), grants readers unfiltered access to lines of pure, unadulterated affection that the author was compelled to omit if he ever wanted the story to become the literary success it did. “It is quite true that I have worshipped you with far more romance than a man should ever give to a friend,” the painter Basil tells Dorian in the magazine edition, but not the final novel. “Somehow I had never loved a woman. I suppose I never had time. … I quite admit that I adore you madly, extravagantly, absurdly.” Such sentences led Lippincott’s readers to deem this, in Holland’s words, “a disgusting, sodomitical novel.” (He added that the full text would later be used in court as “circumstantial proof that Wilde was homosexual” — a charge that sent him to prison.) Holland, who wrote the new book’s foreword, considers this “the urtext of ‘Dorian Gray,’” revealing raw passions the writer intended to evoke before the world was yet ready to read them. “He was standing up for his right as an artist to write about whatever he pleased,” Holland said of his grandfather. “He had the right to create the characters he wanted to create.” “
· ThisBookisBanned.com. The Picture of Dorian Gray: the story of a closeted psyche: 
“The lives of far too many LGBTQIA individuals end the same way Dorian Gray’s did. And, that’s after enduring years of psychological trauma, caused by the stigma that comes with trying to navigate living in a hostile, anti-LGBTQIA society. If you’re an LGBTQIA individual, it’s psychologically important to see yourself represented. And if you aren’t a sexual and gender minority, seeing members of the LGBTQIA community in books and media is just as beneficial psychologically. There’s a lot of Othering going on, divisive fear mongering about people who have different life experiences than our own. That’s what all this book banning is about. But, when we read books about people who have different life experiences than ours, we realize there’s nothing to be afraid of. We see that we’re all just trying to make our way in the world, and that we have more in common than the fear mongers would have us believe. It isn’t just right to try and understand those around us and see them us equals. It’s psychologically beneficial…  because nobody wants to spend their lives living in a Twilight Zone where they’re constantly afraid. The Picture of Dorian Gray shows us how that ends up.”

AUTHOR STATEMENT

· 'There is no such thing as a moral or immoral book. Books are well written, or badly written. That is all.'- Preface of 1891 edition
· “The books that the world calls immoral are books that show its own shame”

*A NOTE ON AGE RANGES

A publisher-suggested age range covers the gamut of readers that publishers envision using the book, whether for independent reading, family sharing, group study, or in other ways. Educators have the best sense of the appropriate age range for the diverse learners they work with and understand these ranges vary depending on a book’s intended use.
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