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BOOK SYNOPSIS 

 

Franny is close to her parents, adores her horse and is head over heels in love with her girlfriend, Leah. But 

Franny’s parents are abortion providers at the local hospital, and an anonymous stranger is prepared to do 

whatever it takes to stop them. A stranger who phones at all hours. Who knows where they live. Who knows 

Franny’s name. When Leah’s older brother, Jake, refers to her parents as baby killers, Franny starts to wonder if 

perhaps the threats aren’t coming from a stranger at all. If she tells the police about her suspicions, she could lose 

her girlfriend. But if she doesn’t—and if she’s right—she could lose her parents. 

 

REVIEWS AND PRAISE 

 

★"Out of the mouths of teens come a most succinct and unabashed argument for reproductive 

rights...[Stevenson] doesn't preach to readers but allows the conversations to organically arise in familiar 

circumstances, such as a lovers' quarrel or a family discussing the meaning of safety...A smart, realistic, fast-paced 

piece of fiction for teens."—Kirkus Reviews, starred review  

 

"Stevenson offers an effective portrayal of young adults discussing issues in the history of abortion...[The book] 

underscore[s] the importance of really knowing and acting on your values, as well as knowing the beliefs of the 

people you call friends."—VOYA Magazine 

 

AWARDS AND ACCOLADES 

 

• CCBC Best Books for Kids & Teens   | 2016  |  Commended 

• American Library Association (ALA) Rainbow Book List   | 2017  |  Commended 
 

MEDIA AND RESOURCES 

 

Under Threat Teacher Guide 

https://www.orcabook.com/Assets/PDFs/Guides/underthreat.pdf
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RESPONSE TO CHALLENGES 

 

Journal of Intellectual Freedom & Privacy: Titles Targeted by Texas State Representative Matt Krause 

Under Threat at The Banned Book Shop 

 

AUTHOR STATEMENT (OPTIONAL) 

 

Offer the author an opportunity to provide a statement about the potential impact of banning their book or a link 

to an existing author statement. 

 

*A NOTE ON AGE RANGES 

 

A publisher-suggested age range covers the gamut of readers that publishers envision using the book, whether for 

independent reading, family sharing, group study, or in other ways. Educators have the best sense of the 

appropriate age range for the diverse learners they work with and understand these ranges vary depending on a 

book’s intended use. 

 

https://journals.ala.org/index.php/jifp/article/view/7833/10921
https://thebannedbook.shop/products/under-threat-orca-soundings?_pos=1&_sid=a2c1b9df6&_ss=r

