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BOOK SYNOPSIS

In a gentle introduction to ballet, a little boy and his friends gather for their dance class to learn some moves—and get excited about their debut performance.

Stretchy leggings on? Ballet shoes in the bag? Let’s go! Join Thomas and his fellow dancers as they’re welcomed into the studio for their Saturday ballet class. There are feet positions to perfect and steps to learn—first position, plie, up on your toes, relevé—and turns and jumps, too. Everyone is getting ready for their first performance, The Nutcracker—and now it’s time to pick out costumes! This warm celebration of dancing, a companion to Holly Sterling’s Karate Kids, is inspired by the author’s time learning ballet as a young child. It’s sure to be a hit with little ones taking a class, free-form dancers at home, and those who are hoping to be a ballet kid one day, too.

REVIEWS AND PRAISE

A group of young children find friendship and utter joy in the world of ballet. . . . Seamlessly interwoven illustrations depict a cozy, warm setting where Mr. Elliot and the children offer encouragement and compliments. . . . A tale of unquestioning support and acceptance that will buoy readers, especially aspiring dancers.~Kirkus Reviews (starred review)

Thomas, who wants to 'be a ballet kid,' narrates this cheerful introduction to ballet class for the very young. . . . a gentle story around the spirit of finding fun in dance.~Publishers Weekly

Students encourage and compliment one another throughout the class, and there is none of the nervousness, teasing, or discomfort that often accompanies a story about a boy attending ballet class. . . An easygoing, refreshingly natural addition to the ballet bookshelf.~School Library Journal


AWARDS AND ACCOLADES

· ALA Rainbow Reading List


*A NOTE ON AGE RANGES

A publisher-suggested age range covers the gamut of readers that publishers envision using the book, whether for independent reading, family sharing, group study, or in other ways. Educators have the best sense of the appropriate age range for the diverse learners they work with and understand these ranges vary depending on a book’s intended use.
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