
 

Updated 3.28.2024  
Penguin Random House  

Contact BannedBooks@penguinrandomhouse.com   

 

*Publisher suggested age range covers the wide range of readers publishers envision using the book, whether for independent 
reading, family sharing, group study, or in other ways. Educators have the best sense of the appropriate range for their diverse 
learners they work with and understand these ranges vary depending on a book’s intended use. 

 

 
 
Title: Juliet Takes a Breath 
Author: Gabby Rivera  
Imprint: Dial Books 
Publisher: Penguin Young 
Readers  
On sale date: May 11, 
2021 
ISBN: 9780593108192 
Format: Paperback 
Age Range*: 14 and Up   
Grade Range: Gr 11 Up 
(Recommended by School Library 
Journal)        
 

BOOK RESUME: JULIET TAKES A BREATH 
 

BOOK SYNOPSIS   

 

Juliet Milagros Palante is a self-proclaimed closeted Puerto Rican baby dyke from 
the Bronx. Only, she’s not so closeted anymore. Not after coming out to her 
family the night before flying to Portland, Oregon, to intern with her favorite 
feminist writer–what’s sure to be a life-changing experience. And when Juliet’s 
coming out crashes and burns, she’s not sure her mom will ever speak to her 
again. 
 
But Juliet has a plan–sort of. Her internship with legendary author Harlowe 
Brisbane, the ultimate authority on feminism, women’s bodies, and other gay-
sounding stuff, is sure to help her figure out this whole “Puerto Rican lesbian” 
thing. Except Harlowe’s white. And not from the Bronx. And she definitely 
doesn’t have all the answers . . . 
 
In a summer bursting with queer brown dance parties, a sexy fling with a 

motorcycling librarian, and intense explorations of race and identity, Juliet learns 

what it means to come out–to the world, to her family, to herself. 

 

REVIEWS AND PRAISE   

 

★“Reflects early adult life . . . in all its messy, confusing splendor.” 

—Publishers Weekly, starred review 

 

“If you read too quickly you might miss the bite of Juliet’s humor or the 

adeptness with which Rivera captures both the disappointments and the 

possibilities that come with realizing that your life’s solution cannot be figured 

out by someone else.” —The New York Times  

 

“The kind of book that gets the bittersweet pain and longing of growing up 

exactly right.” —Lambda Literary 

 

AWARDS AND ACCOLADES   

 

• A New Jersey Garden State Teen Book Award selection 

• An ALA Amelia Bloomer List selection 
 

MEDIA AND RESOURCES 
 

• Educator Guide 

• Complementing the Classics Guide  
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