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BOOK SYNOPSIS   
 
Born a generation apart and with very different ideas about love and family, 
Mariam and Laila are two women brought jarringly together by war, by loss and 
by fate. As they endure the ever-escalating dangers around them—in their home 
as well as in the streets of Kabul—they come to form a bond that makes them 
both sisters and mother-daughter to each other, and that will ultimately alter the 
course not just of their own lives but of the next generation. With heart-
wrenching power and suspense, Hosseini shows how a woman’s love for her 
family can move her to shocking and heroic acts of self-sacrifice, and that in the 
end it is love, or even the memory of love, that is often the key to survival. 
 
A stunning accomplishment, A Thousand Splendid Suns is a haunting, 
heartbreaking, compelling story of an unforgiving time, an unlikely friendship, 
and an indestructible love. 
 
REVIEWS AND PRAISE 
 
“A Thousand Splendid Suns is an ambitious work. Once again the setting is 
Afghanistan, but this time [Hosseini] has taken the last 33 years of that country’s 
tumultuous history of war and oppression and told it on an intimate scale, 
through the lives of two women.” —The New York Times  
 
“Spectacular. . . . Hosseini’s writing makes our hearts ache, our stomachs clench 
and our emotions reel. . . . Hosseini mixes the experiences of these women with 
imagined scenarios to create a fascinating microcosm of Afghan family life. He 
shows us the interior lives of the anonymous women living beneath identity-
diminishing burqas . . . Hosseini writes in gorgeous and stirring language of the 
natural beauty and colorful cultural heritage of his native Afghanistan. . . . 
Hosseini tells this saddest of stories in achingly beautiful prose through 
stunningly heroic characters whose spirits somehow grasp the dimmest rays of 
hope.” —USA Today 
 
“Hosseini revisits Afghanistan for a compelling story that gives voice to the 
agonies and hopes of another group of innocents caught up in a war. . . . 
Mesmerizing . . . A Thousand Splendid Suns is the painful, and at times violent, yet 
ultimately hopeful story of two women’s inner lives. Hosseini’s bewitching 
narrative captures the intimate details of life in a world where it’s a struggle to 
survive, skillfully inserting this human story into the larger backdrop of recent 
history.” —San Francisco Chronicle 
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MEDIA AND RESOURCES 
• Educator Guide 
• Lesson Plan 

 
RESPONSE TO CHALLENGES  

• Organizing Against Culture Wars Trying to Reshape Public Schools (2023) 
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