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BOOK SYNOPSIS 

 

When softhearted handyman Cedric O'Toole agrees to help Barry Mitchell renovate his farmhouse, he 
finds himself facing old fears. Not only did Mitchell bully Cedric all through school, but his life has been 
troubled ever since. Now, just out of prison, he's broke and his parents have gone missing, leaving a 
cloud of suspicion hanging over his head. But when Barry warns him not to touch the boarded-up door in 
the cellar, the ever-curious Cedric can't resist. The small storage room, obviously unused in years, 
contains jars of preserves, barrels of dried apples and a pile of small bones. As he sets out to discover 
who died and how, Cedric uncovers a tale of violence, deception and abuse. And he learns just how far 
Barry will go to keep a tragic family secret from coming to light. 
 
REVIEWS AND PRAISE 

 

"Fradkin successfully brings back her handyman/inventor hero in his second outing (after The Fall 
Guy)...Plenty of suspense and action are packed into a short and satisfying story." 
– Library Journal 
 
AWARDS AND ACCOLADES 

 

● The Crime Writers of Canada Arthur Ellis Award - Best Crime Novella, Short-listed, 2013 
 
MEDIA AND RESOURCES 

 

Reading Guide for Evil Behind That Door 
 
 

https://www.orcabook.com/Assets/PDFs/Guides/evilbehindthatdoor.pdf
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*A NOTE ON AGE RANGES 

 

A publisher-suggested age range covers the gamut of readers that publishers envision using the book, whether for 
independent reading, family sharing, group study, or in other ways. Educators have the best sense of the 
appropriate age range for the diverse learners they work with and understand these ranges vary depending on a 
book’s intended use. 


