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BOOK SYNOPSIS

Fifteen-year-old Spencer Harris is a proud nerd, an awesome big brother, and a
David Beckham in training. He’s also transgender. After transitioning at his old
school leads to a year of isolation and bullying, Spencer gets a fresh start at
Oakley, the most liberal private school in Ohio.

ISAAC FITZSIMONS At Oakley, Spencer seems to have it all: more accepting classmates, a decent shot
at a starting position on the boys’ soccer team, great new friends, and maybe
even something more than friendship with one of his teammates. The problem is,
no one at Oakley knows Spencer is trans—he’s passing.
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“Fitzsimons’ debut novel treats gender, religion, sports, and family dynamics with
a deft hand, using nuanced character building while setting up a high-stakes
narrative that circumvents tropes of physical violence and trauma. This is a truly
charming and heart-warming exploration of friendship, community, and
acceptance.”

—Booklist

“An excellent addition to realistic fiction collections. Give to fans of Tobly
McSmith’s Stay Gold and Bill Konigsberg’s Openly Straight.”
—School Library Journal

“Debut author Fitzsimons’s conversational writing style invites empathy for the
cast of clearly drawn characters and their journeys of self-discovery... A
heartwarming tale of determination and one teen’s path to authentic living.”
—The Horn Book

“[A] heartfelt debut... Fitzsimons’s protagonist is easy to love, and he writes with
ease and finesse when navigating Spencer’s connected identities.”
—Shelf Awareness
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*Publisher suggested age range covers the wide range of readers publishers envision using the book, whether for independent
reading, family sharing, group study, or in other ways. Educators have the best sense of the appropriate range for their diverse
learners they work with and understand these ranges vary depending on a book’s intended use.


mailto:BannedBooks@penguinrandomhouse.com

AWARDS AND ACCOLADES

e An ALA Rainbow Booklist Top Ten selection

e A YALSA Quick Pick for Reluctant Readers

e A lambda Literary Award Finalist

e A CCBC Choices selection

e A Georgia Peach Book Award for Teen Readers selection
e A Michigan MiSelf in Books High School list selection

e A Missouri Gateway Readers Award selection

e A Rhode Island Teen Book Award selection

e A Washington D.C. Captiol Choices selection

e A Kirkus Reviews Best Book of the Year

MEDIA AND RESOURCES

e TeachingBooks.net resources
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