BOOK RESUME: BOY ERASED

BOOK SYNOPSIS

The son of a Baptist pastor and deeply embedded in church life in small town
Arkansas, as a young man Garrard Conley was terrified and conflicted about his
sexuality. When Garrard was a nineteen-year-old college student, he was outed
to his parents, and was forced to make a life-changing decision: either agree to
attend a church-supported conversion therapy program that promised to “cure”
him of homosexuality; or risk losing family, friends, and the God he had prayed to
every day of his life. Through an institutionalized Twelve-Step Program heavy on
Bible study, he was supposed to emerge heterosexual, ex-gay, cleansed of impure
urges and stronger in his faith in God for his brush with sin. Instead, even when
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and Family

Author: Garrard Conley By confronting his buried past and the burden of a life lived in shadow, Garrard

traces the complex relationships among family, faith, and community. At times
heart-breaking, at times triumphant, Boy Erased is a testament to love that
survives despite all odds.
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love, and his reflections on the Southern family and culture that shaped him.”
—Los Angeles Times

“This brave and bracing memoir is an urgent reminder that America remains a
place where queer people have to fight for their lives. It’s also a generous portrait
of a family in which the myths of prejudice give way before the reality of love.
Equal parts sympathy and rage, Boy Erased is a necessary, beautiful book.”
—Garth Greenwell, author of What Belongs to You

“Boy Erased is a gut-punch of a memoir, but the miracle of this book is the
generosity with which Conley writes in an effort to understand the circumstances
and motivations that led his family to seek the “cure” . . . his memoir is not simply
a story of survival—in this book, a true writer comes of age. Conley writes vividly,
with intelligence, wit, and genuine empathy. By embracing complexity and
compassion, he reclaims his life and reminds us that a story rarely belongs to one
person alone.” —Los Angeles Review of Books

MEDIA AND RESOURCES
e Boy Erased: An Interview with Garrard Conley
e A Q&A with Garrard Conley, author of Boy Erased

Updated 1-24-2024
Penguin Random House
Contact BannedBooks@penguinrandomhouse.com

*Publisher suggested age range covers the wide range of readers publishers envision using the book, whether for independent
reading, family sharing, group study, or in other ways. Educators have the best sense of the appropriate range for their diverse
learners they work with and understand these ranges vary depending on a book’s intended use.


mailto:BannedBooks@penguinrandomhouse.com
https://sites.lsa.umich.edu/mqr/2016/02/boy-erased-an-interview-with-garrard-conley/
https://arktimes.com/entertainment/ae-feature/2016/05/19/a-qa-with-garrard-conley-author-of-boy-erased

RESPONSE TO CHALLENGES
e From book bans to ‘Don’t Say Gay’ bill, LGBTQ kids feel ‘erased’ in the
classroom (2022)
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