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BOOK SYNOPSIS 

 

Ben is determined to learn to surf. In the rough North Atlantic waters near his home, only the tough can make it 

on the water. His first attempt is a disaster. Then he meets Ray, a surfing veteran from California. Ray promises to 

teach him to surf—and to face his inner demons. As Ben becomes more comfortable on his board he learns to 

face his fears and prove that he has what it takes to become a Wave Warrior. 

 

REVIEWS AND PRAISE 

 

"Cancer, death, the elderly, teen life and conflicts are handled very well in this short novel...a sports novel that is 

neither too technical nor bogged down in terminology and technique."—Resource Links 

 

"The descriptions of both the setting and the surf action are first rate."—NMRLS Youth Services Book 
Review 
 

AWARDS AND ACCOLADES 

 

• CCBC Best Books for Kids & Teens, starred selection   | 2008  |  Commended 

 

AUTHOR STATEMENT (OPTIONAL) 

 

Offer the author an opportunity to provide a statement about the potential impact of banning their book or a link 

to an existing author statement. 

 

*A NOTE ON AGE RANGES 

 

A publisher-suggested age range covers the gamut of readers that publishers envision using the book, whether for 

independent reading, family sharing, group study, or in other ways. Educators have the best sense of the 
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appropriate age range for the diverse learners they work with and understand these ranges vary depending on a 

book’s intended use. 

 


