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Felix Ever After by Kacen Callender 
Balzer + Bray, HarperCollins, 2020 
ISBN: 9780062820266 (Paperback) 
*Age Range: 14 up (Suggested by Publisher) 
Grade Range: 9 up (Recommended by School Library Journal) 
 

 
BOOK SYNOPSIS 

 

A Stonewall Honor Book * A Time Magazine Best YA Book of All Time 
From NYT bestselling and Stonewall, Lambda, and National Book Award–winning author Kacen Callender 
comes a revelatory YA novel about a transgender teen grappling with identity and self-discovery while falling in 
love for the first time. 
Felix Love has never been in love—and, yes, he’s painfully aware of the irony. He desperately wants to know what 
it’s like and why it seems so easy for everyone but him to find someone. What’s worse is that, even though he is 
proud of his identity, Felix also secretly fears that he’s one marginalization too many—Black, queer, and 
transgender—to ever get his own happily-ever-after. 
When an anonymous student begins sending him transphobic messages—after publicly posting Felix’s deadname 
alongside images of him before he transitioned—Felix comes up with a plan for revenge. What he didn’t count on: 
his catfish scenario landing him in a quasi–love triangle.... 
But as he navigates his complicated feelings, Felix begins a journey of questioning and self-discovery that helps 
redefine his most important relationship: how he feels about himself. 
Felix Ever After is an honest and layered story about identity, falling in love, and recognizing the love you deserve. 
"Felix is attending an ultracompetitive arts summer program to have a better shot at a full scholarship to 
Brown when someone posts Felix’s dead name beside photos of him, pre-transition, in the school’s lobby. 
Felix’s plot to get revenge throws him onto the path of love and self-discovery." (Publishers Weekly, "An Anti-
Racist Children's and YA Reading List") 
 
REVIEWS AND PRAISE 

 

★ “Felix is like the story itself—boldly empathic, hopeful, and full of love. This top-notch depiction of a messy, 
complicated, romantic young artist navigating the bumpy road to self-love and self-determination sticks its 
landing at every turn.”  
   — Publishers Weekly (starred review) 
 
★ “From its stunning cover art to the rich, messy, nuanced narrative at its heart, this is an unforgettable story of 
friendship, heartbreak, forgiveness, and self-discovery, crafted by an author whose obvious respect for teen 
readers radiates from every page.” 
   — ALA Booklist (starred review) 
 

https://www.harpercollins.com/products/felix-ever-after-kacen-callender?variant=32280909578274
https://www.publishersweekly.com/9780062820259
https://www.booklistonline.com/Felix-Ever-After-/pid=9735479
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★ “Felix explores love, friendship, and possibly retribution in this powerful #OwnVoices story of identity and self-
worth… Full of warmth, love, and support, this is an important story and an essential purchase.” 
   — School Library Journal (starred review) 
 
“The writing is smart and engaging, and #OwnVoices author Callender includes sound information and 
responsible psychological guidance without bogging down the storytelling. Felix does ultimately find love in this 
sweet and tender trans romance, but his hardest-won victory is in the fight to validate his self-worth.” 
   — Horn Book Magazine 
 
"Full of nuanced looks at how relationships can be both toxic and supportive, loving and confusing, and exciting 
but brief, this is definitely not a book to be missed." 
   — Buzzfeed 
 
“An intricate love story for the ages.” 
   — CNN Underscored 
 
“Felix is an open, warm, engaging character who extends far off the page. He’s easy to relate to regardless of 
reader identity, which makes this book a great candidate for school libraries and summer book report lists.” 
   — them. 
 
"A firecracker of a book from an author with a powerful point of view, Felix Ever After is refreshingly real—full of 
queer kids who live and breathe and swear and love and make messy mistakes. Teens need this one." 
   — Casey McQuiston, bestselling author of Red, White & Royal Blue 
 
“Felix Ever After never shies away from the beautiful, messy complexity of love in all its forms. This book is a gift, 
from start to finish.”  
   — Becky Albertalli, bestselling author of Simon vs. The Homo Sapiens Agenda 
 
“This is a story about friendships, finding first loves, and continuing to discover yourself even after you thought 
you had all the answers. I can’t talk about my love for this book enough--it’s going to change lives.” 
   — Mason Deaver, bestselling author of I Wish You All the Best 
 
“From effervescent characters that I still can’t get out of my head to the sizzling backdrop of a New York City 
summer, Callender brings vibrance to a story that desperately needed to be told.” 
   — Jackson Bird, author of Sorted: Growing Up, Coming Out, and Finding My Place 
 
"There are stories that are vital and there are stories that are brilliantly crafted. Callender delivers both in this 
beautiful exploration of friendship, new love, and self." 
   — justin a. reynolds, author of Opposite of Always 
 
“I’ve never read a book that more perfectly balances hardship, hope and happiness. This story shines a spotlight 
on the one thing that transcends all differences: a desire to be loved and to love in return." 
   — Nic Stone, bestselling author of Dear Martin 
 
AWARDS AND ACCOLADES 

 

• Stonewall Honor Book, 2020 
• Carnegie Medal, Long List, 2022 
• YALSA Best Fiction for Young Adults, 2021 
• YALSA Quick Picks for Reluctant Readers, 2021 
• ALA Rainbow Book List, 2021 
• Bank Street Best Children’s Books of the Year, 2021 

https://www.slj.com/review/felix-ever-after
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• Times, 100 Best Young Adult Books of All Time, 2021 
• Booklist, Editor’s Choice, 2020 
• Chicago Public Library Best of the Best, 2020 
• New York Public Library Best Books, 2020 
• Milwaukee County Teen Book Award, nominee, 2021 
• Maine, North Star YA Award, 2021-22 
• Capitol Choices, Noteworthy Books for Children and Teens, 2021 
• Maryland, Black-Eyed Susan Book Award, 2021-22 
• Eliot Rosewater Indiana High School Book Award, 2022-23 
• New Jersey, Garden State Teen Book Award, 2021 
• Louisiana Young Readers’ Choice Award, 2023 
• Oregon Reader’s Choice Award, 2023 
• Michigan, Thumbs Up! Award, 2021 
• Barnes & Noble Children’s & YA Book Awards, Shortlist, 2021 
• Goodreads Choice Award, Nominee, 2020 

 
MEDIA AND RESOURCES 

 

• Faber and Faber, Felix Ever After by Kacen Callender, video 
• HarperCollins, Finding Community with Kacen Cellender 
• The Nerd Daily, Q&A: Kacen Callender, Author of ‘Felix Ever After’ 

 
RESPONSE TO CHALLENGES 

 

Add responses to challenges whenever possible, including links if available. Relevant information includes official 
responses from a board of education, library statements of support, or other statements of support from relevant 
organizations like PEN America or the Comic Book Legal Defense Fund. 
 

• Joint school committee votes to retain “The Black Flamingo” on library shelves 
 
AUTHOR STATEMENT (OPTIONAL) 

 

Offer the author an opportunity to provide a statement about the potential impact of banning their book or a link 
to an existing author statement. 
 
*A NOTE ON AGE RANGES 

 

A publisher-suggested age range covers the gamut of readers that publishers envision using the book, whether for 
independent reading, family sharing, group study, or in other ways. Educators have the best sense of the 
appropriate age range for the diverse learners they work with and understand these ranges vary depending on a 
book’s intended use. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fh8r1nROmsw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DLcP015A7MU
https://thenerddaily.com/kacen-callender-author-interview-felix-ever-after/
https://www.observerlocalnews.com/news/2023/feb/21/joint-school-committee-votes-to-retain-the-black-flamingo-on-library-shelves/

