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BOOK SYNOPSIS 

 

From the former editor-in-chief of io9.com, a stunning Nebula Award-winning and Hugo-shortlisted novel 

about the end of the world—and the beginning of our future 

 

An ancient society of witches and a hipster technological startup go to war in order to prevent the world from 

tearing itself apart. To further complicate things, each of the groups’ most promising followers (Patricia, a brilliant 

witch and Laurence, an engineering “wunderkind”) may just be in love with each other. 

 

As the battle between magic and science wages in San Francisco against the backdrop of international chaos, 

Laurence and Patricia are forced to choose sides. But their choices will determine the fate of the planet and all 

mankind. 

 

In a fashion unique to Charlie Jane Anders, All the Birds in the Sky offers a humorous and, at times, heart-breaking 

exploration of growing up extraordinary in world filled with cruelty, scientific ingenuity, and magic. 

 

REVIEWS AND PRAISE 

 

"The very short list of novels that dare to traffic as freely in the uncanny and wondrous as in big ideas—I think of 

masterpieces like The Lathe of Heaven; Cloud Atlas; Little, Big—has just been extended by one."—Michael Chabon 

 

“What a magnificent novel—a glorious synthesis of magic and technology, joy and sorrow, romance and wisdom. 

Unmissable.” —Lev Grossman, author of The Magicians 

 

“Into each generation of science fiction/fantasydom a master absurdist must fall, and it’s quite possible that 

with All the Birds in the Sky, Charlie Jane Anders has established herself as the one for the Millennials...highly 

recommended.” —N. K. Jemisin, The New York Times Book Review 

 

"Charlie Jane Anders has entwined strands of science and fantasy, both as genres and as ways of experiencing life, 

into a luminous novel." —John Hodgman 

 

"Has the hallmarks of an instant classic." —Los Angeles Times 

 

https://www.latimes.com/books/la-ca-jc-charlie-jane-anders-20160124-story.html
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“Genius....My fave read this year.” —Margaret Cho 

 

“Do yourself a favor and go pick up All The Birds in the Sky! You will lurve it.” —Amber Benson 

 

“Thoughtful and hip and fantasy and sci-fi all wrapped up. A+.” —Felicia Day 

 

“Everything you could ask for in a debut novel — a fresh look at science fiction’s most cherished memes, 

ruthlessly shredded and lovingly reassembled.” —Cory Doctorow, BoingBoing 

 

“Read it immediately. Thank me later.” —Laurie Penny 

 

“It’s fantastic when someone who is so important in the scifi world can flat-out write as well as critique and 

analyze.” —Scott Sigler, New York Times bestselling author of Alive 

 

“The craziest thing about Charlie Jane Anders’ book is how it remains so intimate and accessible despite genre 

jumping. All the Birds in the Sky moves from a coming of age story to a millennial romance and then a dystopia — 

and it’s filled with so much of the uncanny. That includes, but is not limited to, a shapeshifting teacher, talking 

birds and an anti-gravity gun...A truly fun read.” —New York Daily News 

 

“A fairy tale and an adventure rolled into one, All the Birds in the Sky is a captivating novel that shows how 

science and magic can be two sides of the same coin.” —The Washington Post 

 

“Anyone suffering from midwinter blues should read Charlie Jane Anders’s between-categories fantasy All the 

Birds in the Sky. The scenario is (almost) Harry Potter, the tone is (quite like) Kurt Vonnegut, the effect is entirely 

original.” —The Wall Street Journal 

 

“Heartfelt, ambitious, and dynamic. Fantastic stuff.” —Financial Times 

 

“Imagine that Diana Wynne Jones, Douglas Coupland and Neil Gaiman walk into a bar and through some weird 

fusion of magic and science have a baby. That offspring is Charlie Jane Anders’ lyrical debut novel All the Birds in 

the Sky.” —Independent 

 

“Highly readable and imaginative, All the Birds in the Sky will sing to Philip Pullman fans.” —Mail on Sunday 

 

“An entertaining and audacious melding of science, magic, and just plain real life that feels perfectly right for our 

time.” —BuzzFeed, “5 Great Books to Read in February” 

 

“Like the work of other 21st century writers — Kelly Link and Lev Grossman come immediately to mind — All the 

Birds in the Sky serves as both a celebration of and corrective to the standard tropes of genre fiction. [...] Like 

William Gibson, Anders weaves a thrilling, seat-of-the-pants narrative with a compelling subtext.” —Elizabeth 

Hand, Los Angeles Times 

 

“Two crazy kids, one gifted in science, the other in magic, meet as children, part and meet again over many years. 

Will they find love? Will they save the world? Or will they destroy it and everyone in it? Read Anders lively, wacky, 

sexy, scary, weird and wonderful book to find the answers.” —Karen Joy Fowler, author of The Jane Austen Book 

Club 

https://www.nydailynews.com/2016/02/02/all-the-birds-in-the-sky-blends-genres-of-magic-romance-and-dystopia-book-review/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/books/science-fiction-and-fantasy/2016/11/16/c453c8c4-9de3-11e6-9980-50913d68eacb_story.html
https://www.wsj.com/articles/a-new-voice-1454106182
https://www.ft.com/content/5135dd82-c698-11e5-b3b1-7b2481276e45
https://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/books/reviews/charlie-jane-anders-all-the-birds-in-the-sky-fusion-of-spells-and-ubergeeks-book-review-a6828011.html
https://www.buzzfeed.com/adamdavis/great-books-to-read-in-february
https://www.latimes.com/books/la-ca-jc-charlie-jane-anders-20160124-story.html
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"Impossibly hip fiction with the voice and cultural inflections of the millennials.... Often quirky and amusing but 

rising to encompass a moral seriousness and poignancy...an engaging book." —The Sydney Morning Herald 

 

AWARDS AND ACCOLADES 

 

• Nebula Award Winner for Best Novel 

• Locus Awards - Winner 

• The IAFA William L. Crawford Fantasy Award 

• Nebula Awards - Nominee 

• Hugo Award - Nominee 

• Locus Awards - Nominee 

• Goodreads Choice Awards 

• NPR Best Book of the Year 

• Amazon.com Best Books of the Year 

• Boing Boing Gift Guide 

• Hudson Booksellers Best of the Year 

• Kirkus Reviews Best Books of the Year 

• Time Magazine Best Books of the Year 

• Washington Post Best Books of the Year 

• Time Magazine Top 10 Books of the Year 

• Entertainment Weekly's 27 Female Authors Who Rule Sci-Fi and Fantasy Right Now 

• Paste's 50 Best Books of the 21st Century (So Far) List 

 

MEDIA AND RESOURCES 

 

• Reading Group Guide 

• Fantasy Literature Interview 

• Google Interview 

• Lightspeed Magazine Interview 

 

https://www.smh.com.au/entertainment/books/all-the-birds-in-the-sky-review-charlie-jane-anders-engaging-science-fantasy-20170828-gy5fn3.html
https://images.macmillan.com/folio-assets/readers-guides/9780765379955RG.pdf
https://fantasyliterature.com/author-interviews/charlie-jane-anders/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qU738-9Hkhc
https://www.lightspeedmagazine.com/nonfiction/interview-charlie-jane-anders/

